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Newsletter 
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School Motto – Sacred Heart Community, Where Hearts are Sacred 

 

Reflection - Prayer for the First Sunday of Advent 

The Season of Advent begins this Sunday 27th November. Advent is a term from the Latin word 
‘Adventus,’ which means ‘arrival.’ It is a time of waiting for the arrival of Christmas, the coming of 
Jesus to Earth when he was born as a baby at Bethlehem. Many people prepare for Christmas 
during Advent by setting up Advent Wreaths and by using Advent Calendars to count down the 
days to Christmas. Below is a prayer for the first week of Advent. 
 

Lord God, 
only you can see into my heart and know  
that under all the busyness of my life,  
there is a deep longing to make this Advent 
one that welcomes you more deeply into my own life. 
My heart desires the warmth of your love 

and my mind searches for your Light 
in the midst of the darkness. 
Help me to be a peacemaker this Advent 
and to give special love to those who disagree with me. 
Give me the strength and courage to forgive those who have hurt me. 
Amen 

 

 

Parent and Volunteers Thank You Afternoon Tea 

Next Thursday 1st December, the school staff will host a  
 

Parent and Volunteers Thank You Afternoon Tea at 3:20 in the Library 
 

If you have volunteered in any capacity, please attend. This volunteering may 
include SCAC members, uniform coordinators, attending excursions, working 
bees, classroom helpers, maintenance, fundraiser days, book covering etc. 
We look forward to seeing you all at this function. 
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Sacred Heart School 

Motto, Vision and Mission 

  
The school’s Vision and Mission was recently reviewed and changes 
were made. The old Vision has now become the school’s Motto. The 
Vision and Mission have been rewritten. The school community was 
consulted throughout the process of changing these important 
documents. I would like to thank the parents and staff who had input 
into the rewriting the Vision and Mission.  
 

The Vision make up our goals. The Mission is how we are going to go about fulfilling the goals 
of the Vision and it includes the five areas of the Characteristics of Highly Effective Catholic 
Schools.  
 

Our Motto 

Sacred Heart Community, Where Hearts are Sacred.  
 

Our Vision 

At Sacred Heart School in partnership with our community and open to God’s presence, we 
pursue fullness of life for all.     
     
Our Mission 

Sacred Heart Catholic School uses the five areas of effective Catholic schooling to fulfil its 
Vision. Sacred Heart is compliant with the ‘Child Safety Standards.’ 
 

CATHOLIC  IDENTITY 

●  Inspire to be like Jesus by promoting compassion and care for all 
●  Continue the Mercy tradition of outreach; carrying forth Gospel values 
 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

●  At Sacred Heart we actively seek ways to enhance student learning and wellbeing by 
partnering with families, parish and the wider community 

 

LEADERSHIP AND STEWARDSHIP 

●  Staff and school leaders work collaboratively to improve student learning and wellbeing 
 

LEARNING AND TEACHING 

●  The school is driven by a deep belief that every student is capable of being a successful 
learner 

●  We provide learning experiences that are current, relevant, needs based and rigorous 
 

WELLBEING 

●  The school promotes and supports positive, respectful relationships between all 
members of the school community 

●  The school promotes and protects the right of all to learn and to be safe in the teaching 
and learning environment. 

●  Sacred Heart School commits to providing a safe and nurturing culture for all 
children. 

 

 

 



First Communion and Confirmation 

This Sunday 27th November at the 11am Mass, four students will receive the 
Sacraments of First Eucharist and Confirmation. Following Mass, a shared lunch 
will be held in the Church Hall to celebrate the occasion. It would be fantastic to 
see lots of school families present at Mass on this day, to show support for these 
children who will become full members of the Catholic Church. If you can come 
along, it would be appreciated if you could bring a plate of food to share at lunch. 
 

School Masses and Liturgies - Save the dates 

The following celebrations have been planned. Please put these into your 
calendars. All families and parishioners are welcome to attend. 
 

Sun 27th Nov -  First Communion and Confirmation Mass 11am 

Tues 29th Nov -  Advent Whole School Mass in Church 10am 

Sun 11th Dec -  End of Year Mass 5:30 
 

Grade 5/6 Transition Experience at Monivae College Hamilton 

Next Monday 28th November, our Grade 5 and 6 students along with students from St Mary’s 
School, Hamilton and St. Joseph’s Penshurst will spend a day learning at Monivae College, 
Hamilton. ‘Transition’ into secondary school is a major wellbeing concern for many students, so 
this day provides an excellent opportunity for our senior students to experience a day of learning 
in a secondary school environment. The teachers from each school have spent a considerable 
amount of time planning to ensure a positive experience for all students. Please do not hesitate to 
contact us if you have any queries. 
 

Direct Debit of Fees 

In this day and age there are many financial pressures placed on families, including our school 
fees! A convenient way to meet the payment of these is to establish Direct Debit which ensures 
that regular, manageable amounts are deducted at your discretion. If you are interested in 
establishing a direct debit for your fees, please speak with our Admin Officer, Denise. 
 

 

 

Dates to Remember 

Week 8 Sun 27th Nov -  First Communion and Confirmation Mass 11am 

Week 9 Mon 28th Nov -  2017 Foundation Students Transition Day 2 - 9:00 - 11:30am 

Week 9 Mon 28th Nov -  Yr 5/6 Students attend Transition Day at Monivae College, Hamilton 

Week 9 Thurs 1st Dec -  Parent and Volunteers Afternoon Tea at 3:20pm 

Week 10 Mon 5th Dec -  Daily Swimming Lessons commence for two weeks 

Week 10 Tues 6th Dec -  Orientation Day for all students for 2017 11:30am - 1:00pm 

Week 10 Tues 6th Dec -  2017 Foundation Students Transition Day 3 - 9:00am - 1:30pm 

Week 10 - 7th & 8th Dec -  Foundation/1/2 Penola Excursion and Sleepover  
Week 10 8th & 9th Dec -  Year 3/4 Warrnambool Camp 

Week 10 Sun 11th Dec -  End of Year Mass at 5:30pm 

Week 11 Tues 13th Dec -  School Concert 6pm 

Week 11 Fri 16th Dec  -  Western Trinity Student Breakup Day at Casterton Swimming Pool 
    Last Day for Students 

Week 12 Mon 19th Dec -  Staff Planning Day for 2017 

Week 12 Tues 20th Dec -  Numeracy Testing Day and Last Day for staff  
 



Fees for 2017 

At our October School Community Advisory Council meeting an increase in school fees for 2017 
was approved. In order to meet our increasing costs and provide the learning programs that we 
do, it was agreed to raise the family fee from $935 to $960, an increase of just under 3%. This 
increase is less than the Educational CPI of 3.3%. The parts of the fees including the Classroom 
Expenditure and Subject Fees will remain the same as 2016. If you have any queries regarding 
school fees or funding please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 

Working Bee - Thank You 

Two working bees were held during the last week. The first was on Tuesday afternoon in which 
quite a few outdoor jobs were completed. The second working bee was for covering books on 
Wednesday. Again, a dedicated group of people helped to get many books covered. I would like to 
thank all who helped at these working bees. Your assistance is much appreciated. 
 

Awards 

The following children will receive Awards at Friday’s assembly at 3pm. 
Parents and family members are welcome to attend our weekly assemblies. 
 

F/1/2 Class Award            Nicole Cornish 

3/4/5/6 Class Award    Sarah Camilleri  

Principal’s Award    Maggie Doyle 

Captains’ Award    Ivy Stewart 

 
Class News 

HELP WANTED 

Both classes are busy getting ready for the end of year concert. We would love any parents or 
friends interested in helping organise costumes or props to contact the teachers. Alternatively, you 
can leave your details at the office and one of the teachers will get back to you. Any help would 
be greatly appreciated. 
 

The Foundation, Year One and Year Two Camp to Penola. 
Notes and information regarding the F/1/2 camp will have come home this week can you please 
make sure that notes are returned to school by the 30th November    
 

Message from School Community Advisory Committee - Christmas Raffle 

 

 

The SCAC is running a Christmas Raffle again this year. All 
families have been given a book of 10 tickets to sell at $1 per 
ticket. Each family is asked to donate an item (non perishable 
please) to assist with making up the hampers. The more 
donations we receive means more prizes! The donation basket 
will be situated on the bench adjacent to the library. 

 

The raffle proceeds go towards school camp subsidies and classroom resources 
that are needed. For any enquiries please contact the school office. 
 

Have a great weekend! 
Evan Wrobel 
Principal 

 

 

 

 

 



Community Announcements 

 

Casterton Coleraine Junior Football Association 

Our association is urgently seeking prospective under 14 footballers, both boys and girls to 
compete in our association for season 2017. We are a long established domestic competition that 
promotes development and fairness amongst all competitors. If your child would like to compete in 
a safe family orientated junior football league please contact our league officials for further 
information. 
 

Amy Boxer ph 0456 087931 

Pat Neeson (03) 55798523  m 0429 798523 
 

 
 

 


